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Connecting Townspeople, Building An Endowment

tisn’t any wonder why local businessman

Thomas H. Draper is dedicated to
preserving the quaint historical town of Milton.
The Draper family history is interwoven with
that of the town’s. His family’s landholdings date
back to 1677 when his forefather, Alexander
Draper, moved to Sussex County after
acquiring a vast tract of land on the west side
of Delaware Bay and south side of Cedar Creek
just outside Milton. In the late 20th century,
the Draper-King Cole Cannery was the largest
family-owned vegetable processor east of the
Mississippi River and today at that site, Dogfish
Head Craft Brewery, America’s fastest growing
micro-brewery and a planned community called
Cannery Village illustrate how Tom and others
are working to keep the historic character of the
town intact and the concept of community alive

and thriving.

About five years ago, Tom became actively
involved with the Milton Historical Society, a
nonprofit cultural and educational organization
dedicated to increasing appreciation of the
history of Milton and the surrounding area of
Broadkill Hundred. “At that point, the historical
society was floundering,” Draper recalled. “But
a loyal cadre of people joined together to raise
the money, and to volunteer their time and

expertise to rebuild the organization and its

home.” With added financial support from the
State of Delaware’s Community Redevelopment
Fund, Longwood Foundation and Crystal Trust,
and major in-kind donations from the project’s
general contractor and project manager, the
Historical Society came “back to life” and

reopened their museum in 2007.

In the restored circa 1857 Methodist Protestant
Church and a beautifully crafted new wing,

the Lydia Black Cannon Museum houses the
society’s permanent exhibit as well as workshops,
demonstrations, lectures, tours and special
exhibits on a myriad of facets of local history.
“The community has a positive feeling about the
renewed Society and how they have recaptured
history in the proper manner,” Tom added.
“There is a great vein of support for things
historical in this town.” The Milton Historic
District, including 198 properties, is on the
National Register of Historic Places of the U.S.

Department of the Interior.

For Tom and Society Executive Director
Melinda Linderer Huff, the initiative illustrated
how the townspeople were willing to come
together to support the nonprofit. To serve as an
impetus for continued support, Tom has issued

the community a new challenge.

(continued on page 5)

Tom Draper and Melinda
Linderer Huff at the Lydia Black

Cannon Museum in Milton.






