MEDIA ADVISORY
April 3, 2009

Contact:  Mary Ball Morton, Wilmington Garden Day Committee, 302.981.4927, mamorton@msn.com

“Growing Green” theme of Wilmington Garden Day Tour

May 2 Event to Benefit Wilmington’s St. Michael’s School and Nursery

What:  The 62nd Annual Wilmington Garden Day, a self-guided tour of 20 unique, stylish and distinctive private homes and gardens in the greater Wilmington area, will help you learn how you can be “Growing Green” in your own home. You’ll learn how you can add rain gardens and composting, how to recycle building materials and create natural habitats. St. Michael's School and Nursery, which has a fund at the Delaware Community Foundation, is a beneficiary of the event.

 

While touring, you’ll visit a former Governor’s contemporary home that combines traditional Delaware and the latest environmental concepts; a stately hillside Victorian surrounded by a courtyard, herb garden and stunning vista; and a secluded woodland property in a suburban community. You’ll see how great things come in small plots as you tour city townhouses and gardens. Demonstration composting sites and rain gardens will be available as you walk through Arden’s home and a horticulturalist will be on hand at an historic home, barn and gardens on the Brandywine.

When:  Saturday May 2, 2009 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., rain or shine.

Where:  Five clusters of sites, in Arden, Brandywine Hundred, Hockessin/Lancaster Pike, Kennett Pike and the City of Wilmington, will feature everything from city miniature to country estate gardens.
Tickets:  May be purchased for $20 until May 1 online by credit card at www.wilmingtongardenday.org or by check payable to WGD and sent to Wilmington Garden Day, P.O. Box 4585, Wilmington, DE  19807. Tickets will be mailed after April 1. Tickets will also be available through selected vendors. For more information, please visit www.wilmingtongardenday.org. Tickets will be available for purchase for $25 on the day of the event. Children under 12 will be admitted free if accompanied by an adult. 

 
About St. Michaels School and Nursery

Founded in 1890 by the son of Delaware's second Episcopal bishop, St. Michael's School and Nursery is Delaware's oldest child care program and one of the 20 oldest in the nation. It was opened to provide a safe haven for the children of immigrant workers who were struggling to earn a living in Wilmington's tanneries and factories. In the early 20th Century its mission expanded to encompass both an orphanage and a children's hospital providing a temporary home and health care for the city's neediest children-those abandoned by parents who could not provide for them and African American infants and children turned away from segregated hospitals. By 1908, when St. Michael's established a kindergarten, more formal learning had become an integral part of its mission. Today, through its highly-regarded developmental child care program, St. Michael's cares year-round for up to 120 children, ages six weeks through kindergarten at its facility at 305 East Seventh Street. Alumni and older siblings of current students (up to third graders) are welcomed back to St. Michael's for summer camp and a special child care program offered on days when their schools are closed during the academic year.  

About the Delaware Community Foundation   

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With nearly 900 funds, more than $230 million in assets and annual grants of over $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.
###

