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DCF’s African American Empowerment Fund of Delaware to Kick-off in Kent County

Harold Stafford to Lead Local Initiative Scheduled for Launch October 6

Dover, DE – Organizers of the African American Empowerment Fund of Delaware (AAEFD), a new philanthropic initiative of the Delaware Community Foundation, will officially kick-off the fund in Kent County at the Duncan Center, 500 West Loockerman Street in Dover on Tuesday, October 6, 2009 beginning at 5:30 p.m.

“This fund was established to provide African-American children with scholarships, better access to quality health care, after-school programs and to fund other causes important to the education, social and economic empowerment of African American Delawareans,” cited Harold Stafford, Kent County AAEFD chairperson. “The evening’s event is to introduce others to this new initiative and for them to learn how they can become actively involved.”

The initial goal of the AAEFD is to obtain 100 “founders” who will pledge $1,000 over five years to support the fund’s work and mission. Since AAEFD’s official launch in June 2008, 70 people have pledged to invest in the AAEFD. The effort mirrors the successful Fund For Women, a Delaware Community Foundation fund created to improve the lives of women and girls in Delaware. That Fund, which celebrates its 16th anniversary this year, has more than 940 founders and an endowment exceeding $2.5 million. Since its inception in 1993, the Fund has awarded $1.2 million in grants to 200 nonprofit programs that help women and girls avoid poverty and abuse, improve their health and financial independence and address many other social issues.   

“We are very excited to support this important new fund,” said DCF President Fred C. Sears II. “Ultimately the fund will create an organized effort to support opportunities for job training and financial literacy initiatives and programs to help at-risk children and needy families. I truly believe that in a very short period of time, AAEFD will provide a significant source of funding to support African American causes and programs throughout the state of Delaware.”

The Trustees of the Longwood Foundation have committed to a dollar for dollar matching grant of up to $50,000 for every one raised by AAEFD Founders through the end of December 2009, providing an additional source of funding for the start-up. 

For more information about the AAEFD or the kick-off event, please contact Hugh Leahy, Senior Vice President in the DCF’s Southern Delaware office by calling 302.856.4393 or hleahy@delcf.org or by emailing Harold Stafford at hstaff@comcast.net.

About the Delaware Community Foundation   

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With almost 1,000 funds, nearly $200 million in assets and annual grants of about $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.
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