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ADRIENNE ARSHT AMONG NATION’S 50 BIGGEST DONORS ON THE CHRONICLE OF PHILANTHROPY’S ANNUAL LIST

Wilmington, DE – Adrienne Arsht, a respected national business leader and hands-on philanthropist, ranks 39th among the nation’s top 50 donors, according to The Chronicle of Philanthropy. Ms. Arsht, who grew up in Wilmington and now lives in Miami, is one of four women to make this year’s list. In 2008, Arsht donated $43.3 million to several recipients including the Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts of Miami-Dade County, the University of Miami, American Ballet Theatre, The Metropolitan Opera, Best Buddies International and the United Way of Greater Miami, among others. 
A community-minded power broker, Arsht has taken a leading role promoting artistic, business and civic growth and development in her adopted hometown of Miami, Florida. In January of 2008, her commitment to the community and the arts took the form of a $30 million contribution to Miami’s Performing Arts Center. With this contribution the newly named Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts of Miami-Dade County secured its financial footing and ensured the future of quality cultural programming for future generations and the growth of Miami.

Through the Arsht-Cannon Fund at the Delaware Community Foundation, Arsht made a $750,000 contribution to Best Buddies International for the development of a Delaware chapter, specifically serving Hispanics and African-Americans with mental disabilities. Best Buddies International was founded by Anthony Kennedy Shriver to help people with intellectual disabilities find employment and social opportunities. Ms. Arsht also supported efforts to increase access to education and other ways to improve the quality of life for the state’s Hispanic population through her funding of the work of the Governor’s Consortium for Hispanic Affairs.

Though she is new to The Chronicle of Philanthropy’s annual list, she is not new to the world of philanthropy. Arsht has generously donated funds and resources to numerous organizations over the year. Arsht is the daughter of the Honorable Roxana Cannon Arsht, the first female judge in the State of Delaware, and Samuel Arsht, a prominent Wilmington attorney. Upon graduation from Villanova Law School, Arsht was the 11th woman admitted to the Delaware bar, her mother having been the fifth. 

For more than 10 years, Arsht served as chairman of the board of TotalBank. Under her leadership, TotalBank grew from four locations to 14 locations with over $1.4 billion in assets. In November 2007, she sold the bank to Banco Popular Espanol, the third largest banking group in Spain, and was named chairman emerita of Total Bank. She also serves on various national nonprofit boards, including The Metropolitan Opera, American Ballet Theatre, Best Buddies International and the Global Advisory Board of the Washington National Opera. In South Florida, Arsht is chairman of the Adrienne Arsht Center Foundation and vice chair of the Miami Business Forum. She also sits on the boards of the University of Miami and Amigos For Kids. She is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and is a fellow of The Aspen Institute.

About Best Buddies Delaware

Founded in 1989 by Anthony Kennedy Shriver, Best Buddies is a vibrant, international organization whose mission is to enhance the lives of people with intellectual disabilities by providing opportunities for one-to-one friendships and integrated employment. Our six formal programs – Best Buddies Middle Schools, High Schools, Colleges, Citizens, e-Buddies and Jobs – positively impact more than 350,000 individuals with and without intellectual disabilities, as well as their respective network of family, friends, and employers. As a result of their involvement with Best Buddies, people with intellectual disabilities secure rewarding jobs, live on their own, and make lifelong friendships. Best Buddies opened their Delaware office in April of 2008 and have implemented Best Buddies school-based programs throughout Delaware. For more information, please call 302.691.3187 or visit www.bestbuddiesdelaware.org.  

About the Delaware Community Foundation

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With nearly 900 funds, more than $230 million in assets and annual grants of over $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.
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