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100+ ATTEND BEST BUDDIES DELAWARE EVENT

Activist Anthony Kennedy Shriver and Philanthropist Adrienne Arsht Celebrate New Statewide Nonprofit

Wilmington, DE – More than 100 attended a Friday evening to raise awareness about Best Buddies Delaware and their work to enhance the lives of people with intellectual disabilities. On hand for the cocktail reception, hosted at the home of David and Michelle Shepherd of Greenville, were Anthony Kennedy Shriver, Founder and Chairman of Best Buddies International and philanthropist Adrienne Arsht, recently named as one of the nation’s top 50 donors by The Chronicle of Philanthropy. 

Mr. Shriver, the son of Eunice and Sargent Shriver who founded the Special Olympics, created Best Buddies International in 1989 to foster one-to-one friendships between people with and without intellectual disabilities. Today, Best Buddies has offices in 20 states and 42 countries. Ms. Arsht, a respected national business leader and hands-on philanthropist, donated $43.3 million in 2008 to support nonprofit organizations including Best Buddies International. Through the Arsht-Cannon Fund at the Delaware Community Foundation, Arsht made a $750,000 contribution to Best Buddies International for the development of a Delaware chapter, specifically serving Hispanics and African-Americans with mental disabilities. 

For more information or to volunteer with Best Buddies Delaware, please contact Leslie Kosek, Executive Director by calling 302.691.3187 or email LeslieKosek@bestbuddies.org.

About Best Buddies International

Founded in 1989 by Anthony Kennedy Shriver, Best Buddies is a vibrant, international organization whose mission is to enhance the lives of people with intellectual disabilities by providing opportunities for one-to-one friendships and integrated employment. Our six formal programs – Best Buddies Middle Schools, High Schools, Colleges, Citizens, e-Buddies and Jobs – positively impact more than 350,000 individuals with and without intellectual disabilities, as well as their respective network of family, friends, and employers. As a result of their involvement with Best Buddies, people with intellectual disabilities secure rewarding jobs, live on their own, and make lifelong friendships. Best Buddies opened their Delaware office in April of 2008 and have implemented Best Buddies school-based programs throughout Delaware. For more information, please call 302.691.3187 or visit www.bestbuddiesdelaware.org.  

About the Delaware Community Foundation

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With nearly 900 funds, more than $230 million in assets and annual grants of over $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.
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