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Contact:  Lisa A. Wolfe, DCF, 302.504.5226, lwolfe@delcf.org or Alexis Andrianopoulos, Boys & Girls Clubs of Delaware, 302.658.1870, aandrianopoulos@bgclubs.org
FRANK E. ACIERNO FOUNDATION GIVES $25,000 GRANT TO BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS

Gift to Support Tutoring and Dropout Prevention Programs Statewide  
Wilmington, DE – A $25,000 grant from the Frank E. Acierno Foundation Fund at the Delaware Community Foundation will support tutoring and dropout prevention programs at the 43 Boys & Girls Clubs throughout Delaware. The Boys & Girls Clubs of Delaware is the largest licensed provider of before- and after-school care in the First State. 
The Boys & Girls Club’s tutoring and dropout prevention programs enable youth to become proficient in basic educational disciplines, apply learning to everyday situations, and embrace technology to achieve success in a career. The grant will provide support to the organization’s “The Dream Team,” through their Education Centers and Power Hour Programs. 
Members of the tutoring/mentoring program, The Dream Team, are assigned to a volunteer tutor after the student’s parent or guardian provides the most recent report card and a letter from a teacher that clarifies the student’s education needs. Parents and members meet with the Club’s Education Directors to discuss goals and establish an educational enrichment plan for the student.

As members of “The Dream Team,” students have access to individualized computer assisted tutorial program in the Club’s Education Centers. The program pre- and post-tests each participant and places each student in the proper grade level.
Time is also set aside each day for the Club’s Power Hour Program, an educational enrichment program that stresses educational enrichment activities, help with homework, and tutoring. In a coordinated effort between tutors, teachers and parents, individualized tutoring is also provided on a regularly scheduled basis. Twenty-six members of the Dover Club recently improved at least two letter grades in school after participating in the Club's Power Hour Program. Educational values are taught through games, projects, and contests such as spelling bees. 
“We identified an additional 15,000 children here in Delaware who would greatly benefit from the opportunities like The Dream Team,” according to Boys & Girls Clubs of Delaware spokeswoman Alexis Andrianopoulos. “With Frank Acierno’s support, we will be able to continue to expand this important initiative throughout the state.” 

About the Boys & Girls Clubs of Delaware

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Delaware is the only statewide Boys & Girls Club in the world. The organization currently serves more than 35,000 young people ages five through eighteen – one out of every five school-aged children in Delaware -- at 43 locations across the state. Through innovative and proven educational enhancement, physical education, and character building programs, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Delaware helps young people realize their full potential as productive, responsible, and caring citizens. For more information about the Boys & Girls Clubs of Delaware, please call xxx.xxx.xxxx or visit www.bgc.org.


About the Delaware Community Foundation   

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With almost 1,000 funds, nearly $200 million in assets and annual grants of about $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.
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