FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 17, 2009

Contact:  Beth Bouchelle, DCF, 302.504.5239, bbouchelle@delcf.org
DELAWARE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES 2010 CAPITAL GRANTS

More Than $300,000 Available to Support Needs of Delaware Nonprofit Organizations

Wilmington, DE – Fred Sears II, Delaware Community Foundation President and CEO, announced today that the Delaware Community Foundation will award a minimum of $300,000 in capital grants this year to Delaware nonprofit organizations. Over the years, the DCF has given 406 capital grants totaling $4,238,312, funded mainly through the State of Delaware Fund. Unrestricted endowment and field-of-interest funds also contribute to these grants.
Designed to support projects that have a lasting, positive impact on the population or region served by the organization, capital grants may be used to fund construction, major renovation or repair of buildings and/or the purchase of land as well as to a limited degree, the purchase of needed equipment. Capital grants typically range from $5,000 to $20,000, with a maximum award of $25,000. Limited funding is allotted for the purchase of equipment; grants generally range from $2,000 to $7,000, with a maximum award of $10,000. Equipment grants will be awarded only for items essential to the applicant organization’s delivery of services. Equipment is defined as portable items with a value of less than $10,000. There is a separate application form for equipment grants.  
“With continued budget cuts in state program funding, these capital grants will enable many nonprofit organizations to use existing funding to support programs for the people they serve rather tap critical funding for capital needs,” Sears noted. “We received 70 requests this past year; evidence that there is a strong need for help with building projects and equipment purchases that nonprofits’ funding typically does not cover.” 

About the DCF’s 2010 Capital Grants

A minimum of $300,000 will be available to fund qualified 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations that serve Delawareans. Each grant request must be submitted on a DCF 2010 Capital Grant Application Form available on www.delcf.org. There is a separate application form for equipment grants. Completed forms must be postmarked by or delivered to the DCF by January 29, 2010. Recommendations for funding will be submitted by the Grants Committee to the DCF Board of Directors in June 2010; all applicants will be notified of the Board’s decision in writing. 

Former capital grant recipients must wait for the completion of two grant cycles before applying for another capital grant, and multi-year capital campaigns can be funded only once by the DCF. Agencies receiving DCF grants must serve the state of Delaware and its residents without discrimination based on race, religion, gender, age, disability, national origin or sexual orientation. 

For more information, please contact Beth Bouchelle at 302.504.5239 or bbouchelle@delcf.org. The Delaware Community Foundation’s offices are located in Suite 115 of the Community Service Building, 100 W. 10th Street in downtown Wilmington and 36 The Circle in Georgetown.

About the Delaware Community Foundation

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With almost 1,000 funds, nearly $200 million in assets and annual grants of about $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 in Wilmington or 302.856.4393 in Southern Delaware or visit www.delcf.org.
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