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DCF SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR ADULTS & NONTRADITIONAL STUDENTS
Helen L. & Douglas Eliason Scholarship Fund Supports Continuing Education for Working Parents and Adults
 

Wilmington, DE – Helen Eliason knows first-hand what work and scholarship help can mean. After graduating from high school, she worked for two years to save to begin her college studies and later a scholarship enabled her to attend graduate school at the University of Pennsylvania. Because of her own story and her strong belief that an education is the best way to improve an individual's future, Helen and her husband Doug established a scholarship fund at the Delaware Community Foundation to provide assistance primarily for non-traditional students who are paying for their own educational expenses. 
 

Since 1998, 229 Eliason scholarships totaling more than $520,000 have been awarded to students for studies at Delaware colleges and universities. The Eliason Scholarship gives priority to working parents and other adults who want to improve their employment through continuing education or technical training programs and also provides scholarships to low- and moderate-income New Castle County high school students who want to attend college.
 

Jackie Wilson is a perfect example of the type of individual the members of the Eliason Scholarship Advisory Committee look for when making the awards. Wilson is a training instructor at Elwyn Delaware in Wilmington. For more than 150 years, Elwyn has been helping people with special needs maximize their potential and live happier, meaningful lives. For the past two, Jackie has been doing his part as he provides vocational training and supervision for his client workers each day.

"Jackie is one of those unique individuals who brings out the best in people," according to Vicki Haschak, Elwyn's program manager and Jackie's supervisor since he joined the team. "He's a good motivator for individuals with significant challenges."

You might say Jackie found Elwyn in a roundabout way. After graduating from Delaware State University, Jackie worked in business-type settings for nearly 20 years, but never felt it was the right fit for him. So, one summer he sampled careers in education. "When I worked with the special needs students, I felt like it all came together for me," he recalled. "I could use so many of the skills I had acquired in my life. It made such a big difference to know that I had found my place."

Jackie sees a clear career path at Elwyn. He wants to become more involved in helping his clients plan and chart their personal goals, acting as either a program specialist or case worker. "Everyone here is unique," he added. "They need to be recognized and grow just as I do." Jackie has returned to DSU to obtain his masters in special education to supplement his undergraduate degree in business as well as advance his chosen career. He hopes to complete his studies by the summer of 2009. A scholarship he received from the Helen L. & Douglas C. Eliason Scholarship Fund at the Delaware Community Foundation will help him pay for his last few courses.

"It has been wonderful to meet Jackie and see him work," Helen exclaimed during a recent visit to Elwyn. "It is clearly evident that he loves what he is doing and that his efforts are appreciated by those who work with him each day." Jackie is just one of the many that Helen has been able to help over the years—and through his client workers, one of many more.
 

Last year the Delaware Community Foundation supported local students by awarding 308 scholarships ranging from $375 to $5,000 for a total of more than $355,000. For information about the Eliason Scholarship or any of the other scholarships available through the Foundation, please visit www.delcf.org or call 302.571.8004. The submission deadline for the majority of the DCF managed scholarships is April 15, 2009.
 

About the Delaware Community Foundation
The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With nearly 900 funds, more than $230 million in assets and annual grants of over $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.
 

###
Photo caption:  Helen Eliason, second from left, and Jackie Wilson, center, with Heather Viscoe, Patrick Biscoe and Anthony Parejo of Elwyn Delaware.
