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YOUNG CHILDREN’S READING PROGRAMS SHOWCASED ON MAY 18

75 Elementary School Projects Share Nearly $230,000 in Fund for Children’s Literacy Grants

Wilmington, DE – Since Helen Eliason established the Fund for Children’s Literacy at the Delaware Community Foundation seven years ago, more than $1,000,000 has been awarded in grants to help children learn to how to read. The program targets youngsters, from kindergarten through grade three, who are struggling in school because of limited reading materials or lack of parental support. This year’s grants totaling $229,734 supported 75 projects in 36 New Castle County public schools; helping more than 10,000 young students.

Grant recipients shared their literacy activities with nearly 200 other teachers, principals and school administrators at a reception held in their honor on Tuesday, May 18 at the University of Delaware’s Goodstay Center in Wilmington.    

The grantmaking program supports children’s literacy as a way of improving a young student’s quality of life and his/her chance for future success. Long-time educator, Linda F. Poole, PhD, oversees the grantmaking program and also provides guidance to the recipients on how to best utilize their grants throughout each school year. The selection of the award-winning projects is done with the expert advice from a committee of early childhood educators.

“Educators change the lives of children; one child at a time,” stated Poole in her remarks Tuesday evening. “We are grateful that Mrs. Eliason has in turn, provided a little extra help for the many educators present this evening. She has changed the lives of these educators, one teacher at time through her Fund for Children’s Literacy with the Delaware Community Foundation.”

The Fund for Children’s Literacy is one of more than 1,000 funds at the Delaware Community Foundation, a nonprofit organization that manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With more than $200 million in assets and annual grants of over $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For more information about the Delaware Community Foundation, please call 302.571.8004 or visit our website, www.delcf.org.

Contributions to the Fund for Children’s Literacy may be sent to the Delaware Community Foundation at P.O. Box 1636, Wilmington, Delaware 19899.  
Contact:  For information about applying for a grant, please contact Dr. Linda F. Poole by calling 302.528.4839 or email, Linda.Poole@earthlink.net. For information about the Fund for Children’s Literacy, please contact Beth Bouchelle, DCF Director of Grants at 302.504.5239 or email, bbouchelle@delcf.org.
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Photo caption:  Shortlidge Academy’s LaShanda Wooten and Deborah Ashton join Fund For Children’s Literacy recipient and reading specialist Nadia Johnson and Principal Linda Thomas at the grant celebration at this year’s celebration.
