FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 25, 2009
Contact:  Kim Kostes, Food Bank of Delaware, 302.292.1305
Food Bank of Delaware Announces Anti-Hunger Coalition
Newark, DE – The Food Bank of Delaware announced today at its Newark facility the creation of a statewide Anti-Hunger Coalition funded by the Delaware Community Foundation.  

“Few of us have ever been truly hungry or have had to make the painful decisions that 
growing numbers of working people are being forced to make every day,” said Food Bank 
of Delaware President & CEO, Patricia Beebe. “They’re choosing between food and other
essentials, such as housing, health care and utility bills.”  

The Delaware Community Foundation’s grant of $117,000 will support the Coalition’s 
work to identify goals, objectives and measurements and make significant contributions towards alleviating and in many cases eliminating hunger in the state of Delaware.  

“The Delaware Community Foundation is pleased to support this Anti-Hunger Coalition,” said Fred Sears, Delaware Community Foundation President & CEO. “Our Grants Committee is committed to funding organizations who strive to collaborate. With the state of our current economy, collaboration is key.” 

With the ranks of domestic hunger growing every day (Food Bank of Delaware agencies report an increase in food assistance demands by 25-50 percent), the Anti-Hunger Coalition will work to develop an action plan to feed more Delawareans. These strategies include full implementation of federal feeding programs to maximize their impact and distribution of more food through the Food Bank’s network of 350-plus member agencies.  

Among the Coalition’s priorities are implementation of Federal Food Entitlement programs such as the USDA Senior Farmer’s Market Program, USDA WIC (Woman, Infants and Children) Farmer’s Market and improvements to the Federal School Breakfast program and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly Food Stamp Program). 
About the Delaware Community Foundation

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With nearly 900 funds, more than $230 million in assets and annual grants of over $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.
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