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Goldey-Beacom College PRESENTS Ethics in business Award

DCF’s President & CEO Fred C. Sears II receives first honor

Wilmington, DE – Nearly 200 friends and colleagues gathered on Wednesday at the Hotel duPont to honor the Delaware Community Foundation’s President and CEO Fred C. Sears II as he received the Goldey-Beacom College’s Ethics in Business Award. In announcing the inaugural award winner, Board Chair Linda B. Harra emphasized, “Fred’s career in banking, philanthropy, and government has earned him widespread respect and an impeccable reputation for honesty and candor. We certainly believe he epitomizes those traits we were seeking. He has done so much in our community and has built a level of trust worthy of recognition.”  

According to Harra, The Ethics in Business Award description states it will be “presented to a leader in business and community who has demonstrated the highest caliber of ethical standards whose behavior can serve as a role model for the next generation of business leaders.”  Award recipients will be chosen by a selection committee approved by the College’s Board of Trustees. A Planning Committee Co-Chaired by Harra and Trustee Muriel E. Gilman has been organizing the luncheon since summer 2008.

“To describe Fred and his many roles in our community, you can imagine looking through a kaleidoscope, rotating it slowly, noting that each colorful facet is intertwined which represents Fred’s varied careers in banking, government, volunteerism and philanthropy spanning over a 45-year period,” Mrs. Gilman stated in her introduction. “Reading Fred’s resume may be likened to reading a comprehensive services directory of the State of Delaware,” she added.

Dr. Edward G. Boehne, former President of the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia, served as the keynote speaker for the event. His talk focused on the current state of the economy. After serving in this post for nineteen years, Mr. Boehne now serves on numerous corporate boards including AAA Mid-Atlantic, Beneficial Bank, and Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company. 

Proceeds from the luncheon will support the College’s scholarship fund benefitting the Diane S. Levin Memorial Scholarship. Mrs. Levin was a long-time devoted trustee and friend of the College who passed away this past year.

About Goldey-Beacom College

Founded in 1886, Goldey-Beacom College has educated business leaders for over 120 years. The College offers graduate and undergraduate degrees with a focus on business.  With current students from 19 states and over 60 nations, Goldey-Beacom College is located in Pike Creek Valley, a suburb of Wilmington. The College is accredited by the Commission on Higher Education of the Middle States Association, the Association of Collegiate Business Schools and Programs, and the International Assembly of Collegiate Business Education.    

About the Delaware Community Foundation   

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With nearly 900 funds, more than $230 million in assets and annual grants of over $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.
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