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DELAWARE BLACK CAUCUS IS ASKING YOU TO HELP THE EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS IN HAITI

Emergency Fund Established at the Delaware Community Foundation

Wilmington, DE -- The Delaware Black Caucus announced today that it has established a Haiti Relief Fund at the Delaware Community Foundation to provide assistance to the earthquake victims in that country. The Caucus believes that it has a responsibility to provide leadership in this effort and is acting accordingly.
“Our hearts go out to the people in Haiti who are suffering hunger, homelessness, injuries and personal grief from the recent earthquake there,” stated Fred C. Sears II, Delaware Community Foundation President & CEO. “The best way to help people in Haiti at this point in time is to make monetary donations to responsible organizations like the Delaware Black Caucus that you can trust to do the right thing on your behalf.”
Delaware State Treasurer, Velda Jones-Potter, who is a member of the Caucus, has agreed to provide fiscal oversight for the Caucus for this project. To date, the following agencies and organizations have agreed to work in partnership with the Caucus in this effort.

AFLCIO – Samuel Lathem, President

A. Phillip Randolph – Komoko Harris, President

Friends of the Port of Wilmington – Richard Smith, President 

1694-1, International Longshoreman’s Association – Mark Smith, President

Whites Body Shop – Clarence White, Owner

1694, International Longshoreman’s Association, Pat Cooke, Representative

Interdenominational Ministers Action Council (IMAC)-Reverend H. Ward Greer, President
Reverend Sylvester Beamen, Vice President

Coalition of Black Trade Unions – Melvin Phillips, President

Newark Branch NAACP – Gary Hayman, President

Wilmington Branch NAACP – Charles Brittingham, President

Three local businessmen providing initial donations to the fund include: William Rickman, President of Rickman Construction & CEO of Delaware Park ($10,000); Denis McGlynn, President & CEO, Dover Downs Gaming & Entertainment Inc. ($1,000) and Bob Byrd, President & CEO, The Byrd Group LLC ($1,000).

“The Delaware Community Foundation is pleased to support Chairman Jea Street’s leadership to take action to help those devastated by the earthquake,” added Sears. “The recent devastation in Haiti reflects the kind of disasters that call philanthropy to action. We can and should do our part in addressing the immediate rescue and relief aspects of this global disaster.”
Donations can be made to Delaware Black Caucus Haiti Relief Fund, C/O Delaware Community Foundation, P. O. Box 1636, Wilmington, Delaware 19899 or via the Foundation’s website, www.delcf.org.

About the Delaware Black Caucus Foundation

The Delaware Black Caucus Foundation (DBC) is a non-partisan, public policy, research and educational organization. Our mission is to serve as the non-partisan policy-oriented catalyst that educates future leaders and promotes collaboration among legislators, business leaders, minority-focused organizational leaders, and organized labor to effect positive and sustainable change in the African American community. To that end, Delaware Black Caucus works to broaden and elevate the influence of African Americans in the political, legislative, and public policy arenas in Delaware. For more information, visit their website www.delawareblackcaucus.com.

About the Delaware Community Foundation   
The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With almost 1,000 funds, nearly $200 million in assets and annual grants of about $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.
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