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Governor’s consortium announces hispanic community needs grants

DCF’s Arsht-Cannon Fund & Partners to Support Programs to Help Hispanic Delawareans Learn English 

Wilmington, DE – According to the Delaware Hispanic Needs Assessment, a study commissioned by the Governor’s Consortium on Hispanic Affairs in 2008, over half of Hispanic Delawareans are Spanish-dominant and almost all share the desire to learn English. In addition, needs for family literacy, health literacy and financial literacy are integral to improving the quality of life for the state’s Hispanic population. A new series of grants supported by the Arsht-Cannon Fund of the Delaware Community Foundation and partners will address these educational needs and interests.

The Governor's Consortium on Hispanic Affairs is requesting proposals for the 2010 Delaware Hispanic Community Needs Grants. Funding applications for programs provided by 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations that provide English as a Second Language or include an educational focus on family literacy, health literacy and/or financial literacy to Hispanic Delawareans will be accepted. The Request for Proposals and Application is available on the Delaware Community Foundation’s website www.delcf.org. Completed applications are due by July 16, 2010. Single-year grants of up to $25,000 will be available to organizations with programs or projects that help Hispanic families learn the English language or include an educational focus on family literacy, health literacy and/or financial literacy. Applications will be accepted from tax-exempt, IRS-designated 501(c)(3) nonprofit agencies within the State of Delaware and those outside the state that benefit Delawareans that provide innovative community-based programs. 

For families, proposed long-term benefits include:

· Increased family literacy and parental involvement in the education of their children, including strong partnerships with teachers, school administrators, and better high school/college graduation rates;

· Increased health literacy and awareness, education and prevention of health issues including diabetes and obesity, access to medical services and health insurances, and promotion of healthy diet, exercise and lifestyles;

· Increased financial literacy to be able to make informed financial decisions, to learn how to save, invest, use credit, and/or start a small business in hopes of achieving financial stability, higher income and better employment opportunities.

"These families want to feel in control of their lives and make decisions that benefit both them and their communities," said Vivian Rapposelli, chair of the Governor’s Consortium on Hispanic Affairs and Cabinet Secretary, Department of Services for Children, Youth and their Families. "They just need the right amount of support and guidance in order to feel confident and competent in the choices they make. These grants—and the organizations who receive them—will give them that opportunity."

Philanthropist Adrienne Arsht and members of the Governor’s Consortium on Hispanic Affairs revealed the results of their initial project, the Delaware Hispanic Needs Assessment, in late August of 2008. The eight-month study identified characteristics, issues and needs of Delaware's rapidly growing Hispanic population. The assessment was supported by the Governor, the Department of Education and Adrienne Arsht, advisor to the Arsht-Cannon Fund at the Delaware Community Foundation. "Education" was cited as the most common need in all phases of the study. In addition to understanding the English language, results stressed the need to reduce the high school drop-out rates as well as improving career and job training. 

Findings of the study included the need for actions to improve cross-cultural communication, beginning with help for immigrant families learning to speak, read and write in English. The study found that 56% of Hispanic Delawareans speak mostly (or exclusively) Spanish and they suffered the most in low wage jobs, low levels of education, discrimination, and by poor access to health care. In addition, there is a growing need for educational programs that focus on family literacy, health literacy and financial literacy.

About the 2010 Delaware Hispanic Community Needs Grants

Each grant request must be submitted on a 2010 Delaware Hispanic Community Needs Grant Application Form, which can be downloaded from the Delaware Community Foundation’s website, www.delcf.org. Completed proposals (three (3) copies) must be postmarked no later than July 16, 2010 and mailed to the Governor’s Consortium on Hispanic Affairs, C/O Delaware Community Foundation, P.O. Box 1636, Wilmington, DE  19899. Grant recipients will be announced in early September. For more information, please contact Beth Bouchelle, Director of Grants by calling 302.504.5239 or bbouchelle@delcf.org.

The Governor’s Consortium on Hispanic Affairs               

The Governor’s Consortium on Hispanic Affairs was created by Executive Order in 2006 for the purpose of supporting the most important needs of Delaware’s rapidly growing Hispanic families. The generous start-up funding provided by the Arsht-Cannon Fund along with collaborations of community, business and government leaders appointed to the Consortium, the Delaware Community Foundation, and Hispanic-serving nonprofit community organizations are improving the lives of many Hispanic Delawareans. In order to identify and address needs associated with our state’s increasing diversity, the Consortium has been involved with assessing the characteristics, contributions, needs and issues of Hispanic Delawareans, setting goals and funding priorities, conducting grant application and review processes, and partnering with public and private foundations and institutions to provide funding support. 

The Consortium includes leaders in the community, business, education, health, and government, who meet monthly.  

About the Arsht-Cannon Fund

The Arsht-Cannon Fund of the Delaware Community Foundation was established by the late Honorable Roxana Cannon and Samuel Arsht to preserve support, protect and defend the best interests of a civil society. Roxana, the first woman judge in the State of Delaware, and Sam, a well-respected corporate lawyer, dedicated their life's work and wealth to Delaware. Since 2003, the Arsht-Cannon Fund has provided nearly $4 million in grants to support nonprofit organizations serving Delawareans. The mission of the Arsht-Cannon Fund is to enhance the quality of life for Delawareans with a focus on the Hispanic population through the assessment of issues, assets and opportunities; awareness and advocacy; collaboration and partnerships with community members and leaders; and the organized funding of programs with the greatest potential for sustainability and significant impact. For more information about the Arsht-Cannon Fund, please contact Dr. Christine Cannon by calling 302.544.0077 or cc@arsht.com.
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