FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 8, 2009

Contact:  Sue Bernetich, Director of Development, 302.504.5230, sbernetich@delcf.org

JOSEPH M. SCHELL TO CHAIR DELAWARE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION’S ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN

Wilmington, DE – Fred C. Sears II, President and CEO of the Delaware Community Foundation (DCF) has named Joseph M. Schell, retired chairman of Global Technology Investment Banking for Merrill Lynch & Co., as chairman of the Foundation’s annual Friends Fund Campaign. Schell, a Lewes, Delaware resident, is a member of the DCF Board of Directors, the Southern Delaware Advisory Committee and Investment Committee. 

Since the Foundation began in 1986, support through the Friends Fund Campaign has enabled the DCF to research community needs, enhance grant making programs, customize services to nonprofits, work with individuals to meet their charitable goals and provide lasting charitable funding for future generations. 

“Our Friends understand that it takes time and financial resources to help us connect those who are willing to help with the community organizations that need help,” said Schell. “Our local nonprofits who serve struggling individuals and families are being particularly hit hard by the economic climate – just when they need help the most – which makes this year’s campaign even more crucial.” 

Last year’s Friends campaign raised nearly $217,000 to support the Delaware Community Foundation’s efforts to provide better services for seniors, introduce young people to philanthropy and encourage nonprofits throughout the state to work more closely together. Schell added, “I look forward to playing an even greater role in connecting people who care with the causes they care about.”

Gifts of any amount to the Friends Fund Campaign are needed and appreciated, according to Schell. Several categories of support include:  Contributor ($100-$249), Supporter ($250-$499), Patron ($500-$999), Benefactor ($1,000-$2,499), Ambassador ($2,500-$4,999), Community Partner ($5,000-$9,999) and Community Builder ($10,000 and above). For more information about the Delaware Community Foundation’s Friends Fund Campaign, please contact Sue Bernetich by calling 302.504.5230 or email sbernetich@delcf.org.

About the Delaware Community Foundation

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With nearly 900 funds, more than $230 million in assets and annual grants of over $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.
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