FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 18, 2011


MOUNTAIRE FARMS’ WAGING WAR ON HUNGER, HURT & HATE EVENT TO BE HELD ON JUNE 3

Fundraiser to Benefit Mountaire’s Thanksgiving for Thousands Fund at the Delaware Community Foundation


Millsboro, DE – Mountaire Farms will host the “Waging War on Hunger, Hurt & Hate” fundraising banquet featuring former National Football League star Joe Erhmann on Friday, June 3, 2011 from 6:00 to 9:30 p.m. at the CHEER Center in Georgetown, Delaware. Erhmann, subject of the New York Times bestseller, Season of Life and named Parade Magazine’s “The Most Important Coach in America,” is known for his inspirational coaching style and team-building methods. 

WBOC-TV will broadcast the event LIVE as this year’s WBOC/Mountaire Scholar Athletes of the Month and 2010-2011 Scholar Athletes of the Year are also honored. Proceeds from the banquet will support fighting hunger locally through Mountaire’s Thanksgiving for Thousands Fund established at the Delaware Community Foundation.

“We honor our Scholar Athletes for three key reasons—they have demonstrated exemplary scholastic achievement and classroom leadership; lettered in at least two varsity sports and captained at least one and have contributed 500 hours of extra-curricular activities throughout their high school years,” noted Roger Marino, Mountaire’s Corporate Community Relations Director. “All 30 of our winners have demonstrated that they possess the morals, leadership qualities and compassion to do the right things for their fellow mankind—all qualities we believe necessary to lead less fortunate brothers and sisters out of hunger, hurt and to avoid hate. These are the messages we hope to reinforce during our fundraising event.”

Joe Ehrmann, educator, motivator, coach and social justice activist for more than 25 years, will discuss his life’s work to motivate individuals and communities to begin making positive changes. Mr. Ehrmann’s revolutionary concepts of team-building, mentoring and coaching are the subject of the New York Times bestseller Season of Life, written by Pulitzer Prize winning author Jeffrey Marx. An All-American football player, he went on to play professional football for 13 years and was named the Baltimore Colts “Man of the Year.” Parade Magazine featured him on its cover, naming him “The Most Important Coach in America” because of his work to transform the culture of sports.  


His career has in no way been limited to the athletic arena. Mr. Ehrmann is co-founder of Baltimore’s Ronald McDonald House and was chosen by the Baltimore Business Journal as the “Renaissance Person of the Decade” for his dedication and commitment to Baltimore’s betterment. He is also co-founder of The Door, a community-based organization that addresses issues of poverty, systemic racism and social justice.

Tickets for the banquet and silent auction are just $30 per person and can be purchased online through the Delaware Community Foundation’s website at www.delcf.org. Doors open at 6:00 p.m.

About Mountaire’s Thanksgiving for Thousands

As the number of those in need continues to grow, Mountaire Farms is committed to expanding company programs designed to help the less fortunate families and individuals who call the Delmarva Peninsula home. Mountaire's Thanksgiving for Thousands has experienced sixteen consecutive years of growth, feeding a record 45,000 people in 2010, and the newly formed Waging War on Hunger, Hurt & Hate program will help raise funds and food supplies to ensure the continued growth of Mountaire’s Thanksgiving for Thousands Fund at the Delaware Community Foundation as well as create alternative means to help area shelters, pantries and soup kitchens year round. Visit www.mountaire.com/wagewaronhunger or contact Roger Marino, Corporate Community Relations Director, Mountaire Farms, rmarino@mountaire.com, 302.934.3123.

About the Delaware Community Foundation   

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With more than 1,000 funds, nearly $225 million in assets and annual grants of about $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For 25 years, the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.
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