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Governor Markell To break Ground for dover geothermal project on october 7

Elizabeth W. Murphey School Celebrates Conversion of Administration Building from Steam to “Green” Energy

What:  Governor Jack Markell, Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Controls Secretary Collin O’Mara and Department of Services for Children, Youth and Their Families Secretary Vivian Rapposelli will help officials and friends of the Elizabeth W. Murphey School celebrate the groundbreaking of the project to convert their main administrative building from steam to geothermal heating and cooling on October 7, 2009 at the school’s campus on Kings Highway in Dover. The conversion, funded in part from grants from the Crystal Trust, Marmot Foundation, Delaware Community Foundation and Delaware’s Green Energy Fund, will be undertaken by Lewes, Delaware-based Atlantic Refrigeration & Air Conditioning, Inc.

When:  Wednesday, October 7, 2008, Groundbreaking 1:00 p.m.; Informal Luncheon preceding the event 12:30 p.m. To attend the luncheon, please contact Alice Waggoner at the Elizabeth W. Murphey School by calling 302.734.7459 or awaggoner@murpheyschool.org.

Where:  Elizabeth W. Murphey School’s Ehinger Adminstration Building, 14 Kings Highway East, Dover, Delaware

Who:  Jack Markell, Governor, State of Delaware; Collin O’Mara, Secretary, DNREC; Vivian Rapposelli, Secretary, DSCYF, Joseph McDaniel III, Chairman, Board of Directors of the Elizabeth W. Murphey School; Michael Kopp, Executive Director, Elizabeth W. Murphey School; Fred Sears II, President & CEO, Delaware Community Foundation; Hugh Leahy Jr., Senior Vice President, DCF; David Jones, Owner & General Manager, Atlantic Refrigeration & Air Conditioning, Inc.

Why:  Named for George Ehinger who directed the school for 40 years, the Ehinger Administration Building was originally heated by coal-fired steam. The school’s founder, Sanford S. Murphey, supported the school and his other philanthropic work from the sale of coal. Once the estimated $100,000 geothermal heating and cooling project has been completed, the school can expect to save 30-40% annually in energy costs. During the past legislative season, Governor Jack Markell proposed and then signed into law mandatory consumption reduction targets of 15% by 2015, aggressive new building codes and other bold actions promoting energy efficiency. This project will be the school’s initial investment in meeting the state’s new renewable energy goals.  

   

About the Elizabeth W. Murphey School

The Elizabeth W. Murphey School, a nonprofit organization founded in 1922, provides residential care for dependent/neglected children, ages 8 to 18, health care for residents, mental health care through referral, education and counseling. For more information about the school and its programs, please call 302.734.7459.

About the Delaware Community Foundation

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With almost 1,000 funds, nearly $200 million in assets and annual grants of about $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org. 
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