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DCF’s YOUTH PHILANTHROPY BOARD FOR NEW CASTLE COUNTY CONVENES

27 High School Students Join Delaware Community Foundation’s Youth Initiative 

Wilmington, DE – Twenty-seven enthusiastic New Castle County students representing area high schools have been selected to serve on the Delaware Community Foundation’s Youth Philanthropy Board (YPB) for 2009-2010. The Board, along with their advisors and guests, convened at the Community Service Building on Wednesday, October 14.

Students who serve on the Youth Philanthropy Boards, one in each of Delaware’s three counties, learn about philanthropy and effective grantmaking, study youth issues in their neighborhoods and schools, solicit grant proposals from local nonprofit organizations seeking to impact issues identified, make site visits to see organizations’ programs at work and award grants to those they determine to be most deserving. Retired Delaware educator Phyllis Wynn established the Youth Philanthropy Fund because she wanted to encourage youth to become more involved in philanthropic ventures. Students who serve on the YPB are nominated by their principal or guidance counselor.

“I am delighted that we have such a highly qualified group of young people representing a variety of high schools in New Castle County,” stated Fred C. Sears II, President and CEO for the Delaware Community Foundation. “We believe this group will have a rewarding and challenging experience learning about community needs and making grants to benefit causes important to them.”

At their opening session, New Castle County’s YPB members heard about the importance of serving the community from Monté Ross, head basketball coach at the University of Delaware.

This year’s board includes:

In photo, seated from left to right

Brittany Thompson, sophomore, Delcastle Technical High School

Monica Wilson, senior, Tower Hill School

Phoebe Hering, sophomore, Sanford School

Chelsea Cox, senior, Cab Calloway School of the Arts

Ashlie Caputo, junior, Conrad Schools of Science

Natasha Carlucci, junior, St. Marks High School

Ariana Goode, junior, Thomas McKean High School

Geena Hoffner, junior, St. Georges Technical High School

Standing, from left to right

Melanie Dudley, senior, Padua Academy

Abigail Samuels, senior, Brandywine High School

Mara Goodman,senior, Wilmington Friends School

Tilden Davis, senior, St. Andrew’s School

Robert Moreland, junior, Delaware Military Academy

Eileen Specht, senior, Ursuline Academy

Alex Savittiere, senior, Middletown High School

Zara Chaudhary, senior, William Penn High School

Kate Ierardi, junior, Archmere Academy

Marlee Caine, senior, Tatnall School

Kelsey Marcus, sophomore, Appoquinimink High School

Sean Thompson, junior, Concord High School

Emily Spiegel, junior, Mount Pleasant High School

Jill Lovette, senior, Red Lion Christian Academy

Missing from the photograph are Gregory Ferris, senior, St. Elizabeth’s High School; Andrew Foltz, senior, Salesianum School; Jeanine Mowbray, senior, Howard Vocational Technical High School; Shakeem Nottingham, junior, Paul M. Hodgson Vocational Technical High School and Michelle Williams, senior, Christiana High School.

               

Advisors for this year’s Board include chairman Kay Preston, chair of the Fund For Women and Development Director of SOAR; Kathy Bevans, Office Manager for Topkis Financial Advisors LLC; Muriel Gilman, retired director of the United Way of Delaware and community activist; Sylvia “Sissy” Dent Harris, founder of Peter Kate Shoes; Leslie Newman, Executive Director of Children & Families First, Inc.; and David Woods, Executive Director of Social Venture Partners Delaware.

About the Youth Philanthropy Board for New Castle County

The Youth Philanthropy Board (YPB) of the Delaware Community Foundation for New Castle County is composed of 27 students from public, independent and diocesan high schools who live in New Castle County. YPB members study youth issues in their neighborhoods and schools and learn about community service and grantmaking. 

About the Delaware Community Foundation

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With almost 1,000 funds, nearly $200 million in assets and annual grants of about $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 in Wilmington or 302.856.4393 in Southern Delaware or visit www.delcf.org.
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