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GOVERNOR RUSSELL PETERSON’S ENVIRONMENTAL LEGACY CAPTURED IN NEW DOCUMENTARY
40th Anniversary of the Delaware Coastal Zone Act Celebration Scheduled for June 24 at Theatre N
 

Wilmington, Delaware – Forty years ago, the late Governor Russell W. Peterson championed Delaware's landmark Coastal Zone Act to preserve our shoreline. We invite you to join supporters of the June J. and Russell W. Peterson Fund for Environmental Education for a Premiere Gala & Wine Reception of a historic new documentary, Delaware's Coastal Zone Act: An Evolving Legacy, at Theatre N in Wilmington on Friday, June 24, 2011 beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Delaware's Coastal Zone Act: An Evolving Legacy recounts the dramatic struggle to craft this visionary legislation, its 40-year history and the ongoing challenges all Delawareans face as we struggle to balance our desire for industrial development with our love for unspoiled natural habitats. Produced by Michael Oates of 302 Stories, Inc. for Berkana Center for Media and Education, generous funding for the film was provided by the Delaware Humanities Forum and E.I du Pont de Nemours and Company. 
 

“At the time, the New York Times noted the passage of the Coastal Zone Act this way, ‘forty-nine other states, including New York, can learn something from this exceptionally perceptive action by Governor Peterson and his responsive legislature,’” noted Oates. “Yet the battle for this legislation, including the role of Governor Peterson, cannot be reduced to a single line in a newspaper. And, the Act’s 40-year legacy still poses questions that are as complex as the ecosystem it continues to protect.”
 

The June 24 premier event benefits the June J. and Russell W. Peterson Fund for Environmental Education at the Delaware Community Foundation. The Petersons established the fund to support the Delaware Nature Society’s environmental education programs at the DuPont Environmental Education Center in the 200-acre urban wildlife refuge on the Wilmington Riverfront that bears his name. 
 

For more information about the documentary, please contact Michael Oates at 302.475.6119 or moates@302stories.com. To purchase tickets online, please visit www.delcf.org. For ticket questions, please contact Cathy Klocko at 302.652.1482 or kmklocko13@aol.com.
 

About the Delaware Community Foundation   
The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With more than 1,000 funds, over $225 million in assets and annual grants of about $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For 25 years, the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 in Wilmington or 302.856.4393 in Southern Delaware or visit www.delcf.org.
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