FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 2, 2009

Contact:  Lee Anderson, Friends of Historic Riverview Cemetery, 610.388.1920, drleeanderson@aol.com

FRIENDS RECEIVE TITLE TO HISTORIC RIVERVIEW CEMETERY

Tree Planting and Veteran Memorial Event Celebrate Preservation Efforts

Wilmington, DE – The historic Riverview Cemetery is coming back to life. Friends of Historic Riverview Cemetery (FHRC), a group dedicated to restoring and preserving Wilmington’s most culturally diverse nonprofit cemetery has received the title to the property located at 3300 North Market Street. To celebrate, the FHRC invites the public to participate in a tree planting on March 21, 2009 funded by a grant from the Delaware Forest Service with the assistance of the Delaware Center for Horticulture. A second event, a Memorial Day service on May 30, 2009, will honor and remember the nearly 800 veterans interred at the cemetery.

Dr. Lee Anderson, author of Riverview Cemetery: Reading the Stones – A Collection of Memories from the First State and the FHRC’s Board President, is one of many who advocated for improved conditions at Riverview Cemetery. When her father died in 1998, he was buried alongside 17 other relatives at the cemetery. “Hundreds of people have contributed time and skills to caring for Riverview Cemetery since 2003,” Dr. Anderson stated. “I love to hear the stories and experience the positive energy of volunteers.” Dr. Anderson further acknowledged the leadership and hard work of the FHRC board, Cheryl Markiewicz, Kate Wilhere, James Hanby, and Tedd Cocker that led to the improved status of the property.

“The community could not have spoken with one voice had it not been for a generous contribution of time from Mike Bonkowski,” Anderson added. He attended a community meeting when the Riverview Cemetery chapel was to be destroyed and sold for townhomes; and was compelled to legally represent the deceased and families of the deceased.  

To participate in the March 21 or May 30 events, please call 302.762.4705 or email friendsofficers@gmail.com.

About the Friends of Historic Riverview Cemetery
Friends of Historic Riverview Cemetery was founded and incorporated with the State of Delaware in April 2008. To support their long-term preservation efforts, the FHRC established an endowment fund at the Delaware Community Foundation. The FHRC is seeking collaborative partnerships with the city, state, county, community groups, churches, businesses and individuals to help preserve the history of Riverview Cemetery, a Victorian garden cemetery opened in 1872. To arrange an interment at Riverview Cemetery, please call 302.762.4705 or email friendsofficers@gmail.com. For more information, please visit our website, www.riverviewcem.com.

About the Delaware Community Foundation   

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With nearly 900 funds, more than $230 million in assets and annual grants of over $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.
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