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Contact:  Lisa A. Wolfe, DCF, 302.504.5226, lwolfe@delcf.org or Donald H. McFarland, Salvation Army, 302.472.0730, Don.Mcfarland@USE.SalvationArmy.Org
Frank E. Acierno Foundation Fund Gives $25,000 Grant to the Salvation Army
Homeless Families in Emergency Shelters to Benefit from Gift
 

Wilmington, DE – A $25,000 grant from the Frank E. Acierno Foundation Fund at the Delaware Community Foundation will provide food, blankets, coats and hats for homeless individuals and families seeking shelter at the Salvation Army’s Booth Emergency Housing Residence and Code Purple Shelters. 

 

The Booth Housing Residence is a 52-bed emergency shelter that provides up to 30 days of residency for women and children who become homeless. In addition to food and warm clothing, those in residence receive social and referral services from Salvation Army caseworkers. Code Purple is a program open during the winter months to provide emergency shelter for homeless men and women when the temperatures drop below 20°F or if heavy snow is predicted in New Castle and Kent Counties. People who seek shelter receive food and warm clothing, an opportunity to shower and information about assistance they may obtain from the Salvation Army’s other programs. Between the months of December 2008 and March 2009, the Salvation Army offered 409 men and women a safe haven from the freezing winter weather.

 

“This cold spell has significantly increased the demand for emergency shelter and our supplies have been nearly depleted,” cited Major Philip DeMichael, one of the Salvation Army’s Regional Coordinators in Delaware. “We appreciate that once again, Frank Acierno has stepped forward to support the ‘forgotten people’ we serve.”

 

“It costs around $500 to supply linens, towels and other items that our families will need during their stay here,” said Major Connie DeMichael, Delaware’s other Regional Coordinator. “Multiply everything you have in your home to outfit three bedrooms by about 17. Then remember that someone different will be here every 30 days or so and you begin to understand the scope of operating an emergency shelter such as the Booth Residence. The task is great, but so is the need.”

 

About the Salvation Army
The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. For more information about how you can support the Salvation Army’s emergency shelters, please email cdemichael@use.salvationarmy.org or call 302.472.0722.

 

About the Delaware Community Foundation   

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With almost 1,000 funds, nearly $200 million in assets and annual grants of about $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.
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