FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 14, 2009

Contact:  Mike Pelrine, owner Béseme & Starrlight Fund director, 302.645.8108, mikepelrine@comcast.net or Tammy Brittingham, owner Béseme, OVCA survivor and Starrlight Fund director, 302.382.3544, TBritting@aol.com 

CELEBRATE THE ‘WONDERFULNESS’ OF BEING ALIVE @ MUSIC for a CAUSE 

September 25 Benefit to Support the The Starrlight Fund ~ Helping Downstate Women with Ovarian Cancer in their Times of Crisis

Lewes, DE -- Listen to the area’s best musicians and songwriters, eat fabulous food, and sip lovely wine and great beer at Béseme Bistro in Downtown Lewes on Friday, September 25, 2009 for a good cause. Béseme and The Starrlight Fund  proudly present Music for a Cause featuring BMI Songwriter of the Year Doug James, internationally famous guitarist Keith Mack, former Bad Company bassist Paul Cullen, singer/songwriter & drummer Ed Shockley of Vinyl Shockley and The Funsters, Delta Blues guitarist extraordinaire Chris English, local pianist & singer Megan Ernakovich, and local rockers 33 1/3 .

Local magazine publisher and musician Terry Plowman will serve as the Master of Ceremonies for this special night. Local businesswoman and publisher Nancy Joseph will entertain between music sets with her own special brand of strumming and singing. 

“We’ve planned a “continuous buffet” from 5 till 10 p.m. as well as special wine and beer selections to complement the great music and entertainment,” said Béseme chef-owner Mike Pelrine. “People can come for the entire event, just stay a while, or pop in and out throughout the entire evening.” 

In addition to great music, food and drink, guests will be treated to Béseme’s signature Shooting Starr Gourmet Cupcakes. Shooting Starr Cupcakes are available all year long as dessert at Béseme and also by special order for weddings, birthday parties and special events. Proceeds from the sale of cupcakes are contributed to The Starrlight Fund.  

“While many people already know about our cupcakes, we want to introduce them to everybody. We hope everyone will ‘taste test’ our decadent chocolate with peanut butter filling or  the mango coconut cupcake with ginger lime frosting,” Mike said. 

Ticket price of $45 includes the continuous buffet, two drink tickets and entertainment. Fifty percent of all ticket sales and proceeds that evening will go to The Starrlight Fund.  

About the Starrlight Fund

The Starrlight Fund was created this time last year by Béseme owners Mike Pelrine and Eban Brittingham, and Tammy Brittingham, Mike’s wife and Eban’s mother. A 3-year ovarian cancer survivor, Tammy is a journalist and local newspaper publisher. She is a graduate of Cape Henlopen High School and the University of Delaware. Starrlight was named in honor of Tammy whose middle name is Starr. According to Eban, The Starrlight Fund was created to fulfill his mom’s promise to provide support to “sister survivors” from Downstate in their times of crisis. Tammy, Mike and Eban all live in Lewes.

According to Tammy Brittingham, many women are unable to work while in treatment, or find their insurance does not meet some of the expenses related to battling cancer. At exactly the time they need to muster all their strength to fight this beastly disease, they find themselves beset by urgent, short-term financial crises. These are women who can take care of themselves in normal times but the challenge of cancer puts them in a precarious circumstance.

“I met some of these women when I was in treatment. I’ll never forget sitting in chemotherapy and hearing a nurse explain to one woman from Downstate that her insurance wouldn’t cover some of the medicine she needed to fight the side-effects of treatment,” Tammy said. “I met another who was facing eviction because she was unable to work during treatment and had fallen behind in her rent. I decided if I made it out of that chemo chair for a while we’d do something to help these brave souls. We wanted to do something very specific and extremely local.”

“We have been humbled by the support Starrlight Fund has received in its first year. Because of the generosity of friends, family, local Rotary Clubs,  and our community, the fund has grown to a point where we can now begin helping women with  ovarian cancer who live Downstate, “ Tammy said. “Music for a Cause is a fundraiser and a celebration. We need to keep growing the fund so we can help women in the years ahead. And we need to celebrate the ‘wonderfulness of being alive’.”

The Starrlight Fund will be announcing its very first donations later this month to special needs funds at Tunnell Cancer Center, Bayhealth and The Helen Graham Center at Christiana Hospital. The  money is earmarked for women from Kent and Sussex Counties who have ovarian cancer and who need a helping hand to pay for rent, food, utilities, emergency expenses, insurance co-pays and for medications not covered by insurance. Starrlight is a 501c3 not-for-profit fund administered through the Delaware Community Foundation.

September is National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month. Music for a Cause is also meant to raise awareness about ovarian cancer. It is called the disease that whispers because symptoms are often subtle. Many women are diagnosed with late stage disease which is much more difficult to treat.  

For more information or to reserve tickets for Music for a Cause, contact Béseme at 142 Second Street, Downtown Lewes, 302.645.8108. Check out www.Beseme.biz for more details.

To make a donation to The Starrlight Fund, contact The  Delaware Community Foundation @ www.delcf.org or send your contribution made out to The Starrlight Fund to Delaware Community Foundation Southern Delaware Office, 36 The Circle, Georgetown, DE 19947. 

About The Delaware Community Foundation

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With almost 1,000 funds, nearly $200 million in assets and annual grants of about $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.
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