[image: image1.png]



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 11, 2010

Contact:  Sue Bernetich, DCF, 302.504.5230 or Lisa Wolfe, DCF, 302.504.5226

                        

DCF’s The Next Generation AwardS $25,000 To NONPROFITS PROMOTING Personal Growth and Success for 10-14 Year Olds  
Wilmington, DE – In Delaware, only 2/3 of white students and 1/2 of African-American and Hispanic American students who enter the ninth grade will actually graduate from high school, according to Education Week’s Education Counts database. The Next Generation (TNG), a group of young professionals that work to promote and encourage philanthropy and volunteerism among their peers, raised $25,000 to help connect at-risk 10 to 14-year-olds with programs that promote success in and out of school. Five local nonprofits were presented with TNG’s third round of out-of-school program grants at an event on March 10, 2010 at the University & Whist Club in Wilmington.

“The statistics are frightening. Only 30 percent of Delaware’s eighth graders meet national standards in reading and math,” according to TNG President, Mark Lucey. “We’ve received positive feedback about the support we have given to nonprofits trying to improve these results, so for a third year we decided our focus would be on initiatives that engage at-risk youth with mentors.” 

 

In attendance were The Next Generation Grants Committee chaired by Bradford Winton, Co-Chair Michael Sicuranza, and other TNG Board Members; representatives of the five nonprofit organizations that received grants and Fred C. Sears II, President and CEO of the Delaware Community Foundation.
This year’s grant awardees include: 

Cathedral Choir School of Delaware: $8,000

Established in 1987, peer training students meet once a week with mentors after school throughout the school year; students receive 10 hours of choral training, piano lessons, leadership and meditation training, and academic and career mentoring. TNG funds will be used to support mentoring and leadership development activities and to offer student assistantships and monthly student stipends.  

                                                                                                                                                

UrbanPromise: $5,500

UrbanPromise teaches children and youth living in the inner-city neighborhoods of Wilmington the skills necessary for spiritual growth, academic achievement, life management and Christian leadership. TNG funds will support UrbanPromise’s Camp Harmony, an after-school program and summer camp for junior high adolescents, by funding teen mentor salaries and a weekend empowerment seminar.

Girls on the Run: $4,500

Girls on the Run aims to show young girls how fitness can aid smart lifestyle choices. A 10-week course that meets for two hours two times per week is offered twice a year. The program concludes with the girls running a 5K. The 2009 session served 765 girls. TNG funds will support scholarships for participants.

West End Neighborhood House: $4,000

West End Neighborhood House is a unique, nonprofit organization dedicated to helping individuals achieve self-sufficiency, reach and maintain their maximum potential, and live responsibly and harmoniously in a healthy community and complex world. TNG funds will support the Everyone Teach One Program designed to provide 20 youth between the ages of 10 and 14 with quality after-school learning opportunities in a safe, positive and structured environment.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Delaware: $3,000

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Delaware is part of a nationwide movement whose mission is to inspire and enable all young people, especially those who need help most, to realize their full potential as productive, responsible, and caring citizens. TNG funds will enhance the Promising Futures Program by adding a teen pregnancy prevention curriculum at the Laurel Boys & Girls Club.  
About The Next Generation

The Next Generation (TNG) is a philanthropic organization created and directed by young professionals living and working in Delaware. While TNG leverages many of the Foundation’s resources, its members have established their own structure to raise funds and support the community. Through the charitable fund they established at the Delaware Community Foundation in 2004, TNG has awarded more than $130,000 in support of initiatives that address underlying social challenges faced by the most vulnerable Delawareans. For more information about TNG, please contact Sue Bernetich by calling 302.504.5230 or visiting the website, www.delcf.org/TNG.   

About the Delaware Community Foundation   

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With almost 1,000 funds, nearly $200 million in assets and annual grants of about $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.
###

