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DCF’s YOUTH PHILANTHROPY BOARD FOR KENT COUNTY PRESENTS $10,000 IN YOUTH PROGRAM GRANTS

Dover, DE – At their final meeting of the year, the Youth Philanthropy Board (YPB) for Kent County, a program of the Delaware Community Foundation (DCF), presented a total of $10,000 in grants to two nonprofit organizations and one school in Kent County for programs that provide treatment or support for adolescents from ages 12-18 years struggling with depression or substance abuse. More than 40 were in attendance at the event held at The Outlook of the Duncan Center in Dover on Tuesday, April 12, 2011.

“I am so proud of these students,” noted Linda L. Chick, Chair of the Youth Philanthropy Board Advisory Committee. “Each year they impress me with their ability to get things done. I love seeing how they step-up to help worthy organizations in the community.”

This year’s grant awardees include:

The Elizabeth W. Murphey School, $5,000

Established in 1922 by Sanford Sayre Murphey, The Elizabeth W. Murphey School is a nonprofit group home facility in Dover, Delaware that provides services for children who have issues with dependency and/or neglect. They currently house 31 youth on campus as well as provide Independent Living services to approximately 70 young people within the community. The YPB grant will help fund activities related to after school counseling programs for community youth.

 

The Delaware Adolescent Program, Inc., $2,000

DAPI has been operating in Delaware since 1969, with a center in all three counties. DAPI’s primary mission is to ensure high school graduation for pregnant teens, but they also offer childcare, social service referral and counseling, on site nursing care, mentoring and some transportation. The YPB grant will help fund programs related to preventing tobacco use and postpartum depression among the students they serve.

 

Catholic Charities, Inc., $3,000

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Wilmington is a faith-based, social services organization, delivering critical direct care human services to over 80,000 individuals and families residing in Delaware and the nine counties of the Eastern Shore of Maryland. The YPB grant will help fund the Counseling Services Program for students. The program provides professional treatment directed towards students who are experiencing symptoms of emotional and psychological disorders such as anxiety, depression, conduct problems, and social adjustment problems, as well as issues with substance abuse and addiction.

Members of the Youth Philanthropy Board for Kent County include: George Antoniou, senior, Polytech High School; Emily Bosco, junior, Calvary Christian Academy; Amber Brown, senior, Caesar Rodney High School; Jalisha Braxton, junior, Caesar Rodney High School; Elizabeth Freud, senior, Saint Thomas More Preparatory; Courtney Hahn, senior, Caesar Rodney High School; Kate Huffman, senior, Saint Thomas More Preparatory; Robert Martin, senior, Campus Community High School; Lauren Mick, senior, Polytech High School; Matt Montano, senior, Dover High School; Elizabeth Rivera, senior, Dover High School; Lindsey Staniszewski, junior, Calvary Christian Academy; Emily Sullivan, junior, Lake Forest High School; Garrett Swenson, senior, Lake Forest High School and Lacey Wood, junior, Campus Community High School.

Advisors for this year were Linda L. Chick, Chair, Doug Crouse, Michelle Brown, Loretta Cannatelli and Betty Wyatt-Dix.
About the Youth Philanthropy Board for Kent County

The Youth Philanthropy Board (YPB) of the Delaware Community Foundation for Kent County is composed of 15 students from public, independent and diocesan high schools who live in Kent County. Since last September, YPB Board members have been studying youth issues in their neighborhoods and schools, learning about community service and grant making. In 1999, retired Delaware educator Phyllis Wynn established the Youth Philanthropy Fund because she wanted to encourage New Castle County youth to become more involved in philanthropic ventures. In the mid-2000s, the Delaware Community Foundation took over the administration of the fund and established additional boards in Kent and Sussex Counties. Students are selected to serve one- or two-year terms by their principal or guidance counselor. The Youth Philanthropy Boards or YPBs for each county function as a grant making foundation's board of directors. YPB members do research about their community's needs and really learn about the nonprofit organizations throughout the county. As active board members, they plan their meetings, develop their grant making focus and process and conduct site visits with the nonprofits seeking their grants. They learn the value of teamwork and develop leadership skills.  
About the Delaware Community Foundation   

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With more than 1,000 funds, nearly $225 million in assets and annual grants of about $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For 25 years, the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.856.4393 or visit www.delcf.org.
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Photo caption:
Youth Philanthropy Board Member Amber Brown presents a $2,000 grant award to Eileen Wilkerson, Deborah Tyner-Tribbett and Angelica Patrick of the Delaware Adolescent Program, Inc.

