FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 2, 2009

Contact:  Lisa Wolfe, DCF, 302.504.5226

DCF’s YOUTH PHILANTHROPY BOARD FOR KENT COUNTY PRESENTS $10,000 IN YOUTH PROGRAM GRANTS

Dover, DE – At their final meeting of the year, the Youth Philanthropy Board (YPB) for Kent County, a program of the Delaware Community Foundation (DCF) presented a total of $10,000 in grants to two nonprofit organizations and one school with programs that provide interactive mentoring and/or tutoring programs for students in grades 5 through 8 that demonstrate a positive effect. Additional consideration was given to programs that focus on drug and alcohol abuse prevention. More than 50 were in attendance at the event held at the Duncan Center in Dover on Wednesday, April 1, 2009.
“Our young board members work very hard to select their grant recipients,” noted Linda L. Chick, Delaware Community Foundation Board Member and Chair of the Youth Philanthropy Board Advisory Committee. “As evidenced by those in attendance this evening, they selected three very worthy charitable projects in keeping with the focus they developed this year.”

This year’s grant awardees include:

The Elizabeth W. Murphey School, $5,000

The Elizabeth W. Murphey School is a group home for neglected, dependent and abused children. The YPB grant will fund two, 50-minute tutorial and mentoring sessions per week to help children improve their grades, increase social development and decrease behaviors and beliefs that lead to pregnancy.

Aid in Dover, Inc., $4,000

Aid in Dover, Inc. is a private, nonprofit corporation providing services to children, youth and their families since November 1975. The YPB grant will help fund two Aid in Dover programs:  The Girls’ Circle, a support group for Central Middle School girls between the ages of 14 and 18 that are at-risk for delinquency, sexual and emotional victimization and NN, an after-school drug and crime prevention program for youth between the ages of 8 and 14 which offers daily homework help and tutoring, life skills, computer training, community service and cultural awareness activities for the youth involved.

Reel Expectations Foundation, $1,000

Believing in the value of the outdoors and youth, the Reel Foundation provides education on the negatives of drug abuse and violence while teaching recreational fishing skills as a positive alternative for young people. The YPB grant will help fund the participation of 40 youngsters in a week-long camp as well as the rods, reels and tackle needed for participation.

            

About the Youth Philanthropy Board for Kent County

The Youth Philanthropy Board (YPB) of the Delaware Community Foundation for Kent County is composed of 17 students from public, independent and diocesan high schools who live in Kent County. Since last September, YPB Board members have been studying youth issues in their neighborhoods and schools, learning about community service and grant making. In 1999, retired Delaware educator Phyllis Wynn established the Youth Philanthropy Fund because she wanted to encourage New Castle County youth to become more involved in philanthropic ventures. In the mid-2000s, the Delaware Community Foundation took over the administration of the fund and established additional boards in Kent and Sussex Counties. Students are selected to serve one- or two-year terms by their principal or guidance counselor. The Youth Philanthropy Boards or YPBs for each county function as a grant making foundation's board of directors. YPB members do research about their community's needs and really learn about the nonprofit organizations throughout the county. As active board members, they plan their meetings, develop their grant making focus and process and conduct site visits with the nonprofits seeking their grants. They learn the value of teamwork and develop leadership skills.  

About the Delaware Community Foundation   

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With nearly 900 funds, more than $230 million in assets and annual grants of over $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.

###

Photo Caption:  Youth Philanthropy Board Members for Kent County (left to right)

Seated:  Chelsey Webb, Milford High School; Morgan Hudson, Saint Thomas More Preparatory School

Standing middle row:  Shana Cipparone, Positive Outcomes Charter School; Elisabeth Wilson, Caesar Rodney High School; Tristin Duffy, Calvary Christian Academy; Nicholas Abrams, Dover High School; Jordan Bark, Smyrna High School and Peter Williams, Smyrna High School

Standing back row:  Chantalle Ashford, Dover High School; Jeffrey Sullivan and Eric Brown Jr. of Lake Forest High School; Giiehti Christian, Saint Thomas More Preparatory School

Missing from photo:  Kathryn Kelly, Polytech High School; Tantanea Chatman, Campus Community High School; William Deihl, Calvary Christian Academy; Janna Dubin, Campus Community High School; Samantha Boots, Calvary Christian Academy
 

 

