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Contact:  Beth Bouchelle, DCF Director of Grants, 302.504.5239 or Lisa Wolfe, DCF Communications, 302.504.5226

DCF Youth Philanthropy Board for New Castle County Presents $15,000 in Youth Program Grants
Wilmington, DE -- At their final meeting of the year, the Youth Philanthropy Board (YPB) for New Castle County, a program of the Delaware Community Foundation (DCF), presented a total of $15,000 in grants to seven nonprofit organizations in New Castle County for programs that provide basic necessities such as clothing, school supplies and food for children grades 5 and under or programs that provide physical, athletic or other leisure activities for children with mental or physical disabilities ages 12 and under. More than 60 were in attendance at the event held at the University & Whist Club in Wilmington on Wednesday, May 19, 2010.
“I am so proud of these students,” noted Kay Preston, Chair of the Youth Philanthropy Board Advisory Committee for New Castle County. “I found this year’s board to be particularly insightful as they reviewed the nonprofit programs that submitted grant applications.”

                        
This year’s grantees include:

Best Buddies Delaware, $2,500                                                             

The YPB grant will provide funding for the BBDE Middle School Program which pairs students with intellectual disabilities in one-on-one mutual mentoring friendships with non-disabled peers.

Catholic Charities, $800                                                

The YPB grant will provide funding for the Bayard House Food Cooperative which provides food directly to low-income families. 

The Center for Therapeutic & Educational Riding, Inc., $1,800

The YPB grant will provide sponsorships for horse riders with special needs or barriers.

Children & Families First, $2,500

The YPB grant will provide funding for the Eastside Community Schools Project whose goal is to have families and community members fully engaged in the success of children—at home, in school and in the neighborhood.

Delaware Association for the Blind, $2,400

The YPB grant will provide funding for Camp Sunnybrook, a six-week summer day camp for blind and visually impaired children.
Food Bank of Delaware, $2,500

The YPB grant will provide funding for the Backpack Program which puts healthy food into the hands of children at risk of going without meals when school is not in session.
Latin American Community Center, $2,500

The YPB grant will provide funding for the Families in Control Program for bi-lingual counseling and case management for children ages 10 and under who are homeless because the children and their mothers have fled domestic violence.  

This year’s board includes pictured in front from left to right:

Robert Moreland, junior, Delaware Military Academy

Sean Thompson, junior, Concord High School

Geena Hoffner, junior, St. Georges Technical High School

Kelsey Marcus, sophomore, Appoquinimink High School
Kate Ierardi, junior, Archmere Academy
Tilden Davis, senior, St. Andrew’s School

In middle row, from left to right:

Mara Goodman, senior, Wilmington Friends School

Alex Squittiere, senior, Middletown High School

Shakeem Nottingham, junior, Paul M. Hodgson Vocational Technical High School

Melanie Dudley, senior, Padua Academy

Gregory Ferris, senior, St. Elizabeth’s High School

Back row, from left to right:

Monica Wilson, senior, Tower Hill School

Emily Spiegel, junior, Mount Pleasant High School

Natasha Carlucci, junior, St. Marks High School

Phoebe Hering, sophomore, Sanford School

Zara Chaudhary, senior, William Penn High School

Missing from the photography are:  Marlee Caine, senior, Tatnall School; Ashlie Caputo, junior, Conrad Schools of Science; Chelsea Cox, senior, Cab Calloway School of the Arts; Andrew Foltz, senior, Salesianum School; Ariana Goode, junior, Thomas McKean High School; Jill Lovette, senior, Red Lion Christian Academy; Jeanine Mowbray, senior, Howard Vocational Technical High School; Abigail Samuels, senior, Brandywine High School; Eileen Specht, senior, Ursuline Academy and Michelle Williams, senior, Christiana High School. 
               

Advisors for this year’s Board include chairman Kay Preston, chair of the Fund For Women and Development Director of SOAR; Kathy Bevans, Office Manager for Topkis Financial Advisors LLC; Muriel Gilman, retired director of the United Way of Delaware and community activist; Susan McPheeters,  Leslie Newman, President & CEO of Children & Families First, Inc.; and David Woods, Executive Director of Social Venture Partners Delaware.

About the Youth Philanthropy Board for New Castle County

The Youth Philanthropy Board (YPB) of the Delaware Community Foundation for New Castle County is composed of 25 students from public, independent and diocesan high schools who live in New Castle County. YPB members study youth issues in their neighborhoods and schools and learn about community service and grantmaking. 

About the Delaware Community Foundation

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With almost 1,000 funds, nearly $200 million in assets and annual grants of about $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 in Wilmington or 302.856.4393 in Southern Delaware or visit www.delcf.org.
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