FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

May 14, 2009

DCF’s YOUTH PHILANTHROPY BOARD FOR NEW CASTLE COUNTY PRESENTS $15,000 IN YOUTH PROGRAM GRANTS

Wilmington, DE – At their final meeting of the year, the Youth Philanthropy Board (YPB) for New Castle County, a program of the Delaware Community Foundation (DCF), presented a total of $15,000 in grants to seven nonprofit organizations for programs that support children in middle through high school that have engaged in or are engaged in risky or negative behaviors such as becoming pregnant, abusing drugs or alcohol or dropping out of high school. More than 75 were in attendance at the event held at the University & Whist Club in Wilmington on Wednesday, May 13, 2009.

“Our goal with the Youth Philanthropy Boards is to engage young people and direct their energy and enthusiasm to help advance the many causes and nonprofit organizations the DCF supports,” noted Fred C. Sears II, President and CEO of the Delaware Community Foundation. “We believe this infusion of young and motivated individuals will not only help effect change today, but will build the next generation of community leaders.” 

This year’s grantees include:

Christiana Care Visiting Nurse Association, High School Wellness Centers, $2,000

Presented to Heather Austin and Karen Burnett, LCSW, Coordinator of the Wellness Center, the grant will be used to fund a series of social skills training workshops for the Christiana High School Wellness Center designed to address bullying, cultural sensitivity and conflict resolution. Students will have opportunities to learn, understand and practice skills to promote more positive interactions among their peers and school staff. Students will proactively learn the school’s behavior expectations. This initiative is in partnership with the Delaware YMCA Resource Center.

Connecting Generations, Youth Peer Mentoring Program, $2,000

Presented to Stephanie Ferrell, Connecting Generations Director of Development, the grant will be used to adapt their adult Creative Mentoring program to be suitable to work with high school students. A pilot training program with high schools students from the Sarah Pyle Academy in the Christina School District, a non-traditional high school option for students who are in need of an intensive learning environment to earn the necessary credentials to graduate will partner Sarah Pyle students with at-risk students from Elbert Palmer Elementary School and Bayard Middle School, grades 5 through 8.

Delaware Adolescent Program, Inc. (DAPI), Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies & Good Parenting Program for Teens, $2,500

Presented to Lucy O’Donnell, DAPI Executive Director, the grant will support DAPI’s mission to provide an educational option to pregnant and parenting teens and outreach and mentoring services to youth. DAPI’s academic instruction, standards-based curriculum, nurturing environment, parenting education and supportive resources to students and their family unit enable students to complete their education and deliver healthy babies, laying the foundation for self-sufficiency.

Delaware Futures, Leadership Week “Building Bridges to the Future Youth”, $2,500

Presented to Denise Tolliver, Delaware Futures Executive Director, the grant will support the expansion of their existing program which incorporates mentoring, wellness, peer support and life skills training; interventions for low income, at-risk students that deal with negative situations in and out of school, year-round. Delaware Futures goal is to keep students in high school through graduation and then help them qualify for partial or full tuition scholarships at one of their 12 partnering colleges.

Hodgson Vocational-Technical High School Wellness Center, Girls Group Sessions, $1,500

Presented to V. Lynn Gregory, Guidance Counselor, the grant will fund a girls group focusing on healthy relationships and sexual risk-taking behavior through the Hodgson Wellness Center, part of the Christiana Care Health System. The center was established for teens to help make quality health care more accessible by removing obstacles to receiving good health care, medical and mental health screening, treatment and education.

Integrated Social Solutions (ISS), Youth Ambassadors Academy (YAA), $2,500

Presented to Sarah Harrison, ISS Executive Director, the grant will expand an existing Health Education Outreach Program to additional schools using peer educators through its signature youth development program, the Youth Ambassadors Academy. The YAA is a multi-faceted youth development, empowerment and life enrichment program, engaging young people between the ages of 10 to 18 years-old in preventing and reversing negative social outcomes through creative, responsive change strategies, peer mentoring and peer tutoring. 

Mom’s House, Adopt a Parent Program, $2,000

Presented to Mary Kay Wilson, Mom’s House Executive Director, the grant will help support services for single parents who are full-time students including free daycare, two meals and a snack per day, a computer room with tutoring available if needed, monthly parenting classes and a donation room housing clothing for the parent and child, baby needs, hygiene products and baby furniture.

            

About the Youth Philanthropy Board for New Castle County

The Youth Philanthropy Board (YPB) of the Delaware Community Foundation for New Castle County is composed of 24 students from public, independent and diocesan high schools who live in New Castle County. Since last October, YPB Board members have been studying youth issues in their neighborhoods and schools, learning about community service and grantmaking. In 1999, retired Delaware educator Phyllis McMullen Wynn established the Youth Philanthropy Fund because she wanted to encourage New Castle County youth to become more involved in philanthropic ventures. In the mid-2000s, the Delaware Community Foundation took over the administration of the fund and established additional boards in Kent and Sussex Counties. Students are selected to serve one- or two-year terms by their principal or guidance counselor. The Youth Philanthropy Boards or YPBs for each county function as a grantmaking foundation's board of directors. YPB members do research about their community's needs and really learn about the nonprofit organizations throughout the county. As active board members, they plan their meetings, develop their grant making focus and process and conduct site visits with the nonprofits seeking their grants. They learn the value of teamwork and develop leadership skills. Over the past ten years, 240 students have served as YPB members statewide and have awarded 120 grants totaling $175,000.  

Advisors for this year’s Board include Sylvia “Sissy” Dent Harris, chairman and co-founder of Peter Kate Shoes; Madeleine Bayard, Program Director, Policy at the Rodel Foundation of Delaware; Kathy Bevans, Office Manager for Topkis Financial Advisors LLC; Muriel Gilman, retired director of the United Way of Delaware and community activist; Leslie Newman, Executive Director of Children & Families First, Inc.; Kay Preston, chair of the Fund For Women and Development Director of SOAR and David Woods, Executive Director of Social Venture Partners Delaware.

About the Delaware Community Foundation   

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With nearly 900 funds, more than $230 million in assets and annual grants of over $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For more than 20 years the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.571.8004 or visit www.delcf.org.

Contact:  Beth Bouchelle, DCF Director of Grants and Donor Services, 302.504.5239

###

Photo caption:

Members of this year’s Board include standing front row, left to right:

Shakeem Nottingham, sophomore, Paul M. Hodgson Vocational Technical High School

Abigail Samuels, junior, Brandywine High School

Mara Goodman, junior, Wilmington Friends School

Ariel Majidi, senior, Sanford School

Monica Wilson, junior, Tower Hill School

Sarah Haroldson, senior, St. Andrew’s High School

Gregory Ferris, junior, St. Elizabeth High School

Ariana Goode, junior, Thomas McKean High School

Alex Johnson, junior, Delaware Military Academy

Lindsay Romano, senior, Ursuline Academy

Standing back row, left to right:

Caitlin Lally, senior, New Castle Christian Academy

Mayra Vazquez, senior, Tatnall School

Emily Spiegel, sophomore, Mount Pleasant High School

Lakshmi Somasundaram, senior, Padua Academy

Natasha Carlucci, sophomore, Saint Marks High School

Melissa Watras, senior, Concord High School

Missing from the photo were Chelsea Cox, junior, Cab Calloway School of the Arts, Khayla Deans, senior, William Penn High School, Anna Hopkins, junior, Charter School of Wilmington, Tonisha Jones, senior, Middletown High School, Meaghen Murphy, senior, Archmere Academy, Ashley Paintsil, senior, Red Lion Christian Academy, Gretchen Wagner, senior, Alexis I. duPont High School and Elan Varella, senior, Layton Preparatory School.

