FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 18, 2011

Contact:  Lisa Wolfe, DCF, 302.504.5226, lwolfe@delcf.org
DCF’s YOUTH PHILANTHROPY BOARD FOR SUSSEX COUNTY PRESENTS $10,000 IN YOUTH PROGRAM GRANTS

Georgetown, DE – At their final meeting of the year, the Youth Philanthropy Board (YPB) for Sussex County, a program of the Delaware Community Foundation (DCF), presented a total of $10,000 in grants to six nonprofit organizations in Sussex County for programs from schools, clubs, and civic/community organizations that help students in grades K through 12. Organizations with programs that promote academic success and/or physical and mental health were encouraged to apply. More than 50 were in attendance at the event held at the Sussex County Association of Realtors in Georgetown on Wednesday, April 13, 2011.

“I am so proud of these students,” noted Linda L. Chick, Chair of the Youth Philanthropy Board Advisory Committee. “Each year they impress me with their ability to get things done. I love seeing how they step-up to help worthy organizations in the community.”

This year’s grant awardees include:

Delaware Adolescent Program, Inc. (DAPI) - $1,500

DAPI has been operating in Delaware since 1969, with centers in each of Delaware’s three counties. DAPI’s primary mission is to help support pregnant teens complete their high school graduation requirements, but they also offer childcare, social service referral and counseling, on site nursing care, mentoring and some transportation. The YPB grant will help fund the purchase of PLATO software, which supports DAPI in designing customized learning plans for the students and gives the organization’s team the ability to reach multiple ages and grades within a single classroom setting.

First State Community Action Agency, Inc. (FSCAA) - $2,000

FSCAA’s mission is to work towards the elimination of poverty and to reduce the severity of the root causes of poverty on low-income people. The organization provides a range of services and activities having a measurable and potential major impact on overall community welfare. The YPB grant will help fund the Polly Branch and Walker’s Mill Community-Based Afterschool/Summer Enrichment Programs that engage students in after-school activities that build and reinforce skills in language arts, science, social studies and math. Enrichment activities are linked to age appropriate academic learning objectives that enhance the youth’s overall knowledge.
KINfolk, Ltd. - $1,000

KINfolk has been providing laptop computers and Internet access for medically fragile children since 1999. The organization strives to eliminate the sense of isolation and educational loss experienced by children who are hospitalized or confined to home due to serious injury or illness. KINfolk helps kids stay on track to graduate on time, so their academic and career goals do not unnecessarily become a casualty of their medical condition. The YPB grant will help fund maintenance and replacement parts for the laptops.

Best Buddies Delaware - $1,500

Best Buddies is creating a global volunteer movement that provides opportunities for one-to-one friendships, integrated employment and leadership development for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Best Buddies Delaware began in 2008 and his school year opened five new chapters of their Best Buddies Delaware School Program. Through this program, students without disabilities have the opportunity to become effective role models for leadership and gain insights into the challenges of those living with disabilities. The YPB grant will assist with operating costs for the newly established Cape Henlopen High School Chapter.

Children’s Advocacy Center of Delaware - $2,000

The Children’s Advocacy Center of Delaware’s mission is to reduce the devastating long-term effects of child abuse on children, their families and society through immediate, coordinated, child-focused services, education and advocacy. Several services provided by the organization include: forensic interviewing of child victims by highly trained professionals, mental health evaluations, medical examinations and case reviews. The YPB grant will assist in providing these types of supportive services for children in Sussex County who are or may be victims of abuse.

Selbyville Middle School - $2,000

The mission of Selbyville Middle School is to effectively assist young adolescents in the transition from elementary school to high school. In an every-changing society, students often experience a type of loss such as the death of a parent, divorce or the military deployment of a parent. Selbyville Middle School provides a grief counseling program to help these students through this difficult period in their lives. The YPB grant will assist in purchasing DVDs, books and software and other technology aids that will enhance the grief counseling program.

Advisors for this year were Linda L. Chick, Chair, Lee A. Wheeler, Richard B. Wheeler and Lynn Adams Kokjohn.
About the Youth Philanthropy Board for Sussex County

The Youth Philanthropy Board (YPB) of the Delaware Community Foundation for Sussex County is composed of 22 students from public, independent and diocesan high schools who live in Sussex County. Since last September, YPB Board members have been studying youth issues in their neighborhoods and schools, learning about community service and grant making. In 1999, retired Delaware educator Phyllis Wynn established the Youth Philanthropy Fund because she wanted to encourage New Castle County youth to become more involved in philanthropic ventures. In the mid-2000s, the Delaware Community Foundation took over the administration of the fund and established additional boards in Kent and Sussex Counties. Students are selected to serve one- or two-year terms by their principal or guidance counselor. The Youth Philanthropy Boards or YPBs for each county function as a grant making foundation's board of directors. YPB members do research about their community's needs and really learn about the nonprofit organizations throughout the county. As active board members, they plan their meetings, develop their grant making focus and process and conduct site visits with the nonprofits seeking their grants. They learn the value of teamwork and develop leadership skills.  
About the Delaware Community Foundation   

The Delaware Community Foundation manages charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and organizations, and distributes income from the funds as grants to humanitarian, educational, health and cultural entities throughout the First State. With over 1,000 funds, nearly $225 million in assets and annual grants of about $15 million, the Foundation provides a lasting source of charitable funding to benefit Delawareans today and for generations to come. For 25 years, the Foundation has been connecting people who care with the causes they care about, helping to make Delaware a better place to live and work. For information, please call 302.856.4393 or visit www.delcf.org.
###

Photo of members of the Youth Philanthropy Board for Sussex County include:

Seated 
Samantha Fellner, junior, St. Thomas More Preparatory School    

JinAh Lee, from Millsboro, senior, Sussex Central High School

Maggie White, from Millsboro, senior, Sussex Central High School

Rebecca Bryan, senior, Delmarva Christian High School  

Casey Thomas, from Seaford, senior, Sussex Tech High School

Cory Cutsail, junior, Laurel High School    
Standing 
Greg Manhard, junior, St. Thomas More Preparatory School

Eryn Johnson, junior, Seaford High School

Keda Dorisca, junior, Sussex Technical High School    

Matthew Taylor, junior, Seaford High School

Jordyn Gum, from Seaford, senior, Delmarva Christian High School

Ashley Matos, senior, Delmar High School

Matthew Waldman, junior, Delmar High School

Skylar Schirtzinger, senior, Delmar High School

           

Not pictured:  Kate Mullett, from Greenwood, senior, Woodbridge High School; Kathleen Cramer, from Selbyville, senior, Indian River High School; Molly Cain, senior, Seaford High School; Megan Carroll, senior, Cape Henlopen High School; Elizabeth D’Onofrio, senior, Indian River High School; Hunter Harmon, senior, Worcester Preparatory School; Jasmin Patel, senior, Cape Henlopen High School and Joie Polite, junior, Woodbridge High School.
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